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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY POLICY 
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Our School Christian Vision
In our school, we belong to each other and to God. We all feel welcome, valued and accepted for who we are.
 
We believe in ourselves and each other as we grow in confidence and skills every day.
 
We are all special in our own way, using the gifts that God has given us. We are blossoming into the kind, respectful, hardworking and trustworthy people that God wants us to be.

Belong, Believe, Blossom.


Introduction  
Design and Technology prepares children to take part in the development of tomorrow’s rapidly changing world. Creative thinking encourages children to make positive changes to their quality of life. The subject encourages children to become autonomous and creative problem solvers both as individuals and part of a team. It enables them to identify needs and opportunities and to respond by developing ideas and eventually making products and systems. Through the study of design and technology they combine practical skills with an understanding of aesthetic, social and environmental issues, as well as functions and industrial practices. This allows them to reflect on and evaluate present and past design and technology, its uses and its impacts. Design and technology helps all children to become discriminating and informed consumers and potential innovators.  
Statement of intent 
At Bolton-by-Bowland, we nurture and support our pupils’ creativity and imagination to allow them to become innovative designers and inventors.
 
Our curriculum has been designed to link to the wider curriculum to provide our children with a real-life context for each project and make their learning relevant. We encourage our children to think about the needs and wants of others to provide a product that meets a specific design brief. Our pupils follow a key design process that includes a research, design, make and evaluation phase. All pupils are supported in the evaluation of their work and are encouraged to reflect on each phase of the design process to make adaptations where needed. We share and use key vocabulary in all lessons to further support the learning of all children.
 
All of our children acquire the design experience, technical knowledge and practical skills needed to design and make a wide range of products. We believe that it's important  to do this in a variety of contexts and disciplines including mechanical systems, structures, textiles, digital programming, electrical systems, cooking and nutrition. 
 
We want our pupils to develop the confidence to take risks and to be reflective learners who evaluate their work and that of others. Through our programme of work, we aspire to foster an awareness of the impact of DT on our lives and to encourage pupils to become resourceful, enterprising citizens.
 
At Bolton-by-Bowland, we aim to:
- Spark an interest and enthusiasm in a wide range of DT projects
- Nurture and support imagination, creativity and individuality
- Impart the knowledge and skills needed for our pupils to succeed in an increasingly technological world
- Introduce our pupils to a broad range of DT disciplines, techniques and materials
- Design purposeful, functional, appealing products for themselves and other users based on design criteria
- Select from and use a wide range of materials and components, including construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to their characteristics
- Explore and evaluate a range of existing products
- Evaluate their ideas and products against design criteria
- Provide a wealth of opportunities for our children to design and make products that solve real and relevant problems within a variety of contexts
- Explore and use mechanisms such as levers, sliders, wheels and axles in their products
- Generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through discussion, annotated sketches, pattern pieces and computer-aided design
- Apply their understanding of how to strengthen, stiffen and reinforce more complex structures
 
 
The Curriculum  
The Foundation Stage: 
Children in reception are in involved in DT through their natural curiosity and through exploring different media and techniques linked to Expressive Art and Design. 
 
In Key Stage 1 and 2 
In key stage 1 design technology skills will look at inventors, new technology and old technology throughout the years. In Key Stage 2 activities should extend pupils’ understanding, ideas and feelings.  
The fundamental skills, knowledge and concepts of the subject are set out in the programmes of study in the following areas:  
· Design  
· Make  
· Evaluate  
· Technical knowledge  
· Food and Nutrition 
 
They will also then further develop the following skills:-  
· Generate ideas for products after thinking about who will use them and what they will be used for, using information from a number of sources, including ICT-based sources.  
· Develop ideas and explain them clearly, putting together a list of what they want their design to achieve.  
· Explore the sensory qualities of materials and how to use materials and processes.  
· Measure, mark out, cut and shape a range of materials and assemble, join and combine components and materials accurately. 
· How mechanisms can be used to make things move in different ways, using a range of equipment including ICT control program  
 
 
 
Health and Safety  
It is the responsibility of the teacher to ensure all pupils are taught to use materials, tools and techniques for practical work safely and in accordance with health and safety requirements. All adults working with pupils will be made aware of the health and safety implications, will have access to any guidelines used by the school, and will be aware of the school’s first aid policy. Teachers are responsible for carrying out risk assessments when necessary. Children are always made aware of the rules that apply when working with specific tools in D&T. Use of craft knives should be limited to teaching staff and to year 5/6 children under direct adult supervision. Hot glue guns should be used by teaching staff/adults only.  All staff, including helpers, are made aware of food safety procedures when working with food to minimise any risks. The children wear protective clothing if necessary. 
Assessment, reporting and recording  
We assess children’s work in DT while observing them working during lessons. Feedback is given to the children during lessons which allows children the opportunity to develop and progress in future tasks. Children are assessed with KLIPS and in line with age related expectations across a range of skills from the National Curriculum.  These skills are built upon in each successive year. An annual assessment of progress for each child is made and this is reported to parents as part of the child’s school report. Children are encouraged to assess and evaluate both their own work and that of other pupils. This helps the children to appreciate how they can improve their performance. This helps them to appreciate how they can improve their performance and potential targets for the future. 
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‘Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.’ Psalm 100:3
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